What does the question require?

· Comparison and contrast = similarities and differences across time periods

· Contrast of 2 presidents vs. multiple factors
· Examples

Traits of Effective Essays

1. Thesis and/or preview:  Do either of the two samples have a clear thesis that states or hints at the organization of the essay?

2. Details/Examples & tie in with thesis: Check the longest paragraph in each essay to see which essay is the densest (most factual? most supported?).
3. Quotations with explanations & source:  Does each sample have quotations?  Which sample does a better job with quotations?
4. Organization & relevance:  Which sample is better organized?  Should either essay be docked (have their scores reduced) for not using time periods or other transitions?
5. Other?  

a. Sophistication of style: vocabulary, sentence variety, use of figurative language:  Which essay seems the most “articulate”?  Point to examples of good wording in that better essay.

b. Balance and coverage:  Does each essay do equally well with each subtopic or each time period?  Which subtopic seems best in each essay?
