Contrasting Exam Answers
The exam question for ENG 107, Summer, 2010, was:  “Compare and contrast LBJ’s Great Society (See “Appendix B”) with the Obama era on the basis of its wars, its economic situation, government medical policies, government social and educational programs, and Congressional majorities by Democrats.”  A sample chapter on the Lyndon Johnson era was in the course textbook but no information about Obama-era America; students were expected to research that half of the question during the semester, or at least during the last week of the semester.

Directions:  Here are two different answers.  
1. Which one is better and why?  

2. Does either essay merit an A? Why or why not?
Harold’s Sample:

LBJ’s Great Society and the Obama era have a lot of similarities in terms of wars and the Congressional majorities by Democrats.  Even with these similarities, there were many differences in terms of the economic situation in both eras and the governmental, social and educational programs.


During LBJ’s Great Society, America was in a war in Vietnam.  Even though Vietnam was not really considered a war, a lot of money was involved and spent in the effort.  The Vietnam War is very similar to America’s “War on Terror,” which is making the country spend trillions of dollars.  Also, during LBJ’s era, the Congress was mostly Democratic, which is also the case now in the Obama era.

During LBJ’s era, America was at its peak of wealth in the economy.  The annual growth rate of the economy at the time was five percent with little inflation.  Now, in the Obama era, the country is in a deep recession with the country in debt for billions, if not trillions, of dollars.  

LBJ oversaw the passing of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act that gave funds to schools in areas that had a lot of poverty because they believed it was “an avenue out of poverty.”  The government at the time also increased the availability of money [for college] and food stamps.


During LBJ’s Great Society and Obama’s present era, the two times have a lot of similarities, yet they were completely different.  Obama did give citizens access to health care, but that only eased one aspect of the Great Recession.

The Great Society’s economic situation was one of the richest America has ever seen.  LBJ had the highest popular vote at the time of his election, which was 61.1%  The reason why he was so loved is because he took over after Kennedy and declared a “War on Poverty,” which really raised Americans’ hopes.  He also won the hearts of many minorities because he fought discrimination, also giving minorities hope.  LBJ also initiated the new Medicare system, which paid for medical care of citizens over 65 years old.  The thing that Americans loved about the Great Society was the fact that it targeted everybody instead of just the needy.


Also during the Great Society, the Supreme Court made influential decisions, such as Miranda v. Arizona, which required police to read people they arrested their rights.  Also Gideon v. Wainwright established the right of prisoners to legal counsel.  Escobedo v. Illinois confirmed the right to counsel.  The Supreme Court disturbed many conservatives because they saw it as “another arm of an intrusive national government that was extending its control over matters previously left to local communities.”

LBJ and Obama are two similar Presidents and did change the country in the same way and in some cases in totally opposite ways.  Some of those changes were for the good, but some were not, such as the Vietnam War for LBJ and the “War on Terror” for Obama.
Harriet’s Sample:

Lyndon Johnson had to decide whether or not to withdraw from the Vietnam War.  He also knew that if he didn’t save South Vietnam, he would “face a . . . backlash from Republicans.”  In the Gulf of Tonkin in August, 1964, North Vietnamese ships “fired on the United States’ destroyer Maddox.”  This interrupted South Vietnamese sabotage on the North.  The Americans had two goals: “to limit the war” and “to force the NLF and North Vietnam to give up their struggle.”  There was also a problem because the war in the South was a guerilla war.

During the 1960s, the economy increased at a “growth rate of more than 5 percent,” which was stimulated by large amounts of tax cuts and military spending.  The economic expansion would continue, so then the nation could afford government policies that would improve the welfare of less fortunate Americans.  This was believed by the United States policymakers.


In the United States, the Great Society improved the quality of life.  The Medicare system paid for the medical needs of American senior citizens, aged 65 and older, in 1965.  In 1964, the Surgeon-General reported the first government issue—that the main cause of cancer was smoking.  Some educational programs that Lyndon Johnson sponsored included Head Start, the G. I. Bill, and grants vs. loans.

President Obama is trying to bring the troops home from the war in Iraq and Afghanistan.  He knows it’s not that easy.  He says that they are going to have to come back a few at a time.  $2 trillion is being spent on the war, even though there was a recession.  President Obama is trying to find a way to get people’s jobs back by going around and seeing how the jobs are and what they might need to get back on track.

Obama’s health care plan is to provide senior citizens with the costs of their medical needs so they can afford medical care.  Some Americans can’t even afford Medicare, so he is providing them the chance to afford it without any worries.  President Obama is also sponsoring education programs, such as grants vs. loans and the GI Bill.  Obama believes that education is important, so provide children with loans that will let them attend college after high school.  It also gives those chances to children that can’t afford to go to college.  In this time, I think loans are different, because loans now have a certain amount they give you based on the income of your household.  I don’t think that’s right.

I think it should be based on how that person is living.  That is because people have bills, and have to provide food for the house, and by that time there is not enough money to save up for their children to go to college.  So I also believe that President Obama is giving every child in America the chance to go to college.

The Medicare system provided in the 1960s and the Medicare provided today are similar.  The difference is that back in the 1960s Americans 65 and older had their medical needs paid for.  Now it seems like these seniors are struggling to pay for medical bills.

LBJ and President Obama both faced problems because they had to decide whether to send more soldiers to war, or stay and figure out how the American soldiers were going to get home.
