Responses to Questions in the Sonnet 116 Module

Read the poem from your textbook or go back to your browser and click on the globe to get to the site map; the poem is printed on most of the instructional pages, such as “(Hyper)text.”  Use as much space as you need below by putting your answers between the questions below that were copied from the website.

1.  On the module cover, click on the link to comments by previous users of the site.  What can you tell about studying this site from these comments?
3.a. From the “Preview” page: Jot down your definition of love, and then read on.

3.b. How is visualizing important for reading?

3c.  How do poets craft a poem to emphasize their meaning with sound as artists do with paint?

3d.  Although you will be reading and answering questions about poetry, your goal should be learning how to say things about poetry in writing.

4.  From “A Brief History of the Sonnet”: Jot down your best guess for these questions:

· What is the "problem" stated in the first 8 lines?

· In what sense is the problem "resolved" in the last 6 lines?

· So what shift in attitude seems to occur in lines 8-9 of the sample (the end of the second "stanza" and the opening of the third)? 

· Theme: What relationship among love, beauty, time, and mortality is depicted by this poem (the sample “Italian” sonnet)?

5.  On the metrics page, which helps you more to understand the sound pattern for an "iamb" and a "trochee"--the recording or the chart with the differently colored and sized print?  Explain.
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From the page “Reading a Poem”:

6.a. List any differences between the way you pictured Laura and the photo on the page. For example, does the Laura in the poem seem older or younger--why? Is she a bride or not--what words in the poem make you think she was or wasn't? Consider the eyes, face ("countenance"), hair, and "glance" or attitude in the poem vs. the photo.

6.b. Which of the 11 considerations on the reading poetry page do you find most helpful to you for understanding the sample Italian sonnet?

7a.  For the page about Shakespeare, list up to 3 important facts about this famous sonneteer. 

7b.  Which of the three websites listed as links on the Shakespeare page is the most useful and why?

From the page “Two Readings of Sonnet 116”: 

8.a. What do you hear in these readings that is different (in addition to "beats" in line 12)?  

8.b. How do these affect the tone or even theme of the poem? (You need to listen to the pace, emphasis, and tone of the two recordings linked to from this page to report differences you hear.)

From the “(Hyper)text” page: 

9.a.  Spend as much time as you need on page 9 with the text of Sonnet 116, clicking links to explanations of particular words to prepare to paraphrase the poem.  Note how much time that you spend studying this page; then write your paraphrase of this poem.  That is, tell line for line or sentence by sentence the idea of the poem without using the same words as the poem.

9.b. From the page “What’s a Sickle?” linked to from the “(Hyper)text” page:  The traditional "connotation" of the word sickle is listed with old Father Time (go to the hypertext version of the poem and click the word “Time’s”), but the Cold War might leave modern readers with a more sinister implication because the sickle is part of the emblem for communism. What would such an interpretation of this line say? Is such a reading OK? Why or why not?

10.   For page 10, tell how your paraphrase of the poem differs from the one on this page.



From the page “A Scansion of Sonnet 116: Lines 1 - 8”: 

11.a. Which of the louder syllables should be read as the loudest in the line?  

11.b. There are three [recorded] comparisons [which you must access through your Web browser with Real Player] in a box near the bottom of the page.  Select ONE to explain and tell which reading [emphasizing which syllables] makes more sense.   Tell which syllable is emphasized in the way you prefer the line to be read, and tell what meaning you associate with that reading as opposed to the other(s): Line 1, the second half of line 2, or Line 7.

From the page “More Scansion of Sonnet 116: Lines 9 -14”: 

12.a. Which of the louder syllables should be read as the loudest in the line? 

12. b. Explain for ONE of the [recorded] comparisons [which you’ve still got to hear through Real Player by clicking the links on this page in your Web browser], which one makes more sense.   Tell which syllable is emphasized in the way you prefer the line to be read, and tell what meaning you associate with that reading as opposed to the other: the first half of line 9 or Line 12.

13.a.  Summarize this commentary about rhyme in the sonnet on page 13. 

13.b.  Then tell in what ways this commentary does and does not make sense to you.

14.  For pages 14, 15, and 16 on sound effects, tell 3 highlights. (This is very technical stuff, but be sure to read the conclusion on page 16.)

15.  After reading about symbolism, explain how the star in the sonnet might be a symbol and what it might symbolize. Be sure to review the page about the star that was linked to the text page.  

From the page on “Theme”: 

16a.  Type your own idea of the "theme" of Sonnet 116, its point, its main idea. Use one or two sentences to try getting across the same idea as the sonnet with the same attitude as you see in the sonnet.  

16.b. How is your idea of a theme similar to and different from the notes to the right of the poem on the “Theme” page?

17. How feasible would it be for you to write about this other sonnet, Sonnet 130, for your essay that's due before the final unit?

18.  Or Sonnet 138?  (Read my annotation about the Royal Shakespeare Company's reading of the sonnet before clicking the link to read it.)

19.  Which of these five musical selections comes closest to matching your image of this sonnet's theme? Why? 

20.  How useful has this module on Sonnet 116 been for increasing your ability to read a poem, make sense out of it, and see it as a well crafted cultural artifact?  (Please be as detailed as you can, even pointing out specific pages and their effects on your understanding.) 

